
TIPS & TRICKS

Your print work acquires significant added 

value through the creative use of foil in your 

layout. In order to help you, this brochure 

details a number of interesting examples in 

Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign.

You can view this PDF as separations in Acrobat 
Pro, which allows you to see how and where 
foil has been applied to certain elements.



ADOBE PHOTOSHOP CS

Foil is wonderfully suitable for achieving accents in images. 
The right use of foil in your design produces images with 
plenty of contrast that attract the attention.
Foil offers you the option to ‘play with light’.
This is easy to achieve with Photoshop.

The most convenient working method is to create 
a fifth channel in your image. Select the channel 
options in Photoshop and create a new channel. You 
can use this extra channel to provide your image with 
foil in the right places, following your own creativity. 
Where you do not see CMYK print, you will have an 
unprinted silver effect of course. Where you do use 
CMYK print, you must take account of the colour 
effects on foil.

Afterwards it is preferable to 
save your image as a .psd file.
Within this file format 
you retain all your layers, 
channels, paths, etc. 
Subsequently, you can use 
this image without any 
problems in InDesign or 
Illustrator.
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ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR CS

You can save your file as .ai and 
use it directly in InDesign.

One of the most creative applications of the ‘inline 
cold-foil’ printing process is the option to print foil 
immediately in CMYK.
The colour combinations are unlimited and give 
your print work a beautiful and colourful metal 
effect.

In order to achieve this, you can put CMYK 
elements in overprint on top of the foil elements 
or vice versa.

In order to make the distinction between 
‘foil’ and ‘no foil’ in your design, you need to 
create a spot colour.
You should name this spot colour
(e.g. 10c 0m 0y 20b) ‘foil’.

If you use the same spot colour in all your 
programmes to indicate where you want to 
use foil, you have a very clear overview.
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ADOBE INDESIGN CS

In InDesign, you can mix foil with CMYK by 
creating a ‘mixed ink’. This allows you to use a fixed 
percentage CMYK with a fixed percentage of foil 
throughout your design.

If certain elements in your design must have an 
identical colourful metal look, this is the ideal 
solution for working quickly and efficiently.

By keeping these combinations, you can also give 
other designs the same look.

The creative use of overprint allows you to 
use beautiful CMYK print on top of the foil in 
InDesign. The combination of masking foil 
and printing foil leads to original images and 
surprising designs.

Supply your ready-to-use files: PDF/x-4, with 
3mm bleed and crop marks. 

The “Separations Preview” tool enables you to check separation 
per separation.

The same rules apply to InDesign. In order to make the 
distinction between ‘foil’ and ‘no foil’ in your design, you 
need to create a spot colour. If you use the same spot 
colour in all your programmes to indicate where you 
want to use foil, you have a very clear overview.
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